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Title: Pandora Protocol: The Existential Threat of Covid

Authors: Steve Hovland and Jamie Bullen

Genre: Legal/Medical Thriller

Tone:     Contemporary Science and Legal Offices 

 Comps:  Designated Survivor, House of Cards: Michael              

                  Clayton, and Erin Brockovich

Format: 6 Episode Series
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Loglines

After the pandemic, people realize that the vaccines are causing more 
harm than good. 

A sudden death linked to the Covid vaccine ignites a global scandal. A 
defiant scientist, a grieving husband, and a fearless legal team launch a 
high-stakes battle against a pharmaceutical giant. They risk their lives to 
expose a truth the world isn’t ready to face.
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Overview
Premise: 

Set in the present, still reeling from COVID’s legacy, The 
Pandora Protocol turns real-world debates into a fast-paced 
thriller. It resonates with ongoing concerns around health 
freedom, censorship, and the ethics of science in the hands of 
power. As the line blurs between public safety and corporate 
dominance, the story becomes a mirror, and a warning.
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Themes

Truth vs Power

Whistleblowing And Retaliation

Grief, Guilt, And Moral Courage

The Collision Of Science, Law, And Ethics

Surveillance State Paranoia Meets Biotech Realism
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Key Characters
Vishod Kahn

A grieving husband turned 
activist, whose wife's 
death sets everything in 
motion.

A rich venture capitalist 
who moves from grief to 
revenge.
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Key Characters
Dr. Miriam Kincaid

Principled medical researcher 
seeking redemption who gives 
up her prestigious job to 
search for answers.

Her arc moves her from a 
competent researcher to a 
seeker of truth.
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Key Characters

Jennie Montoya – A class 
action attorney who loses 
her job over the vaccine 
mandate and starts a 
landmark lawsuit.

Her arc moves from 
opportunist to retribution.
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Key Characters
Claire Blanchard – A young 
lawyer caught in the crosshairs 
of a brutal conspiracy that 
killed her boyfriend.
Her arc moves from skepticism 
to excitement, then fear,  
sadness, and determination.
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Key Characters

Dr. Ichi Nagoya

A Japanese ally who 
aids Miriam’s attempt 
to engineer an antidote 
to the Covid spike 
protein.
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Key Characters
Henry Duvall

The principal antagonist. 
Runs the Law Dept. for 
Bioxtek.

His arc runs from legal 
maneuvers, to physical 
intimidation, and then 
murder.
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High Concept
1. Unique and Original

Yes. 

The series presents a speculative conspiracy 
thriller rooted in real-world anxieties around 
vaccines, medical ethics, and government 
overreach. It blends sci-fi bioethics, legal 
drama, and techno-thriller elements in a way 
that feels fresh, especially with the inclusion of 
AI simulations, and synthetic biology.
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High Concept

2. Universal Appeal

Yes. 

The narrative deals with universal themes: 
personal loss, medical mistrust, ethical 
dilemmas, whistleblowing, and institutional 
corruption. These resonate globally post-
pandemic. 
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High Concept
3. High Stakes

Yes.

The stakes are life-or-death for individuals (e.g., 
sudden deaths, character assassinations, 
murders), societal (hundreds of millions harmed), 
and institutional (a massive class-action lawsuit 
against a pharmaceutical giant). Has a David vs. 
Goliath tension throughout.
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High Concept
Visual and Cinematic
Yes
The show has many visceral scenes (a tennis 
match death, a police chase, courtroom drama, 
home invasions). It offers dynamic, film-ready 
visuals: hospital chaos, tense legal battles, covert 
operations, international Zoom calls, biotech labs, 
and warehouse surveillance operations.
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High Concept
5. Marketable
Yes
This has major streaming potential. The blend of 
topical issues (mRNA, corporate corruption, 
whistleblowing), legal thriller elements, and a 
strong female ensemble makes it timely and 
provocative. It fits the tone of shows like The 
Dropout, Dope Sick, or Designated Survivor.
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High Concept Continued

6. Clear Conflict

Yes.

The central conflict pits truth-seekers (scientists, 
lawyers, journalists) against a powerful corporate-
pharma complex (Bioxtek) and their political and 
media allies. Subplots offer interpersonal conflicts 
(e.g., Miriam’s moral vs career dilemma, Vishod’s 
grief, Jennie’s quest for justice)
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High Concept

7. Memorable and Intriguing

Yes.

The idea of a cover-up involving vaccines 
leading to mass casualties, with a class-action 
legal fight, and believable scientific resistance 
is catchy and emotionally gripping. The 
inclusion of spy-thriller elements adds intrigue.
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High Concept
8. Scalable
Yes. 
The premise supports a multi-season arc: 
Season 1: Set-up; deaths, suspicions, science first, 
legal push.
Season 2: Appellate trials, and spike protein 
treatments using engineered molecules.
Season 3: Criminal charges against giant 
institutions and search for DNA treatments.
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High Concept

9. Target Audience

Yes.

Appeals to viewers of legal thrillers, medical 
conspiracy dramas, investigative procedurals. 
Likely to attract adults 25–60 interested in 
current affairs, science, ethics, and David vs 
Goliath stories.
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High Concept

10. Emotional Resonance

Yes.

The show is emotionally anchored: Personal 
grief. Moral dilemma. Fear and rage. These 
arcs humanize the larger themes and provide 
relatable emotional entry points.
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High Concept Score

Criteria        
                  Status 

Unique and Original    
 Yes

Universal Appeal              
  Yes

High Stakes              
Yes  

Visual and Cinematic    
    Yes

Marketable              
    Yes 

 

Criteria           Status

Clear Conflict              Yes

Memorable & Intriguing   Yes

Scalable                     Yes

Target Audience          Yes

Emotional Resonance      Yes    
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High Concept Summary

“The Pandora Protocol” meets the definition of 
a high concept premise. 

It delivers a provocative, emotionally resonant, 
and visually dynamic narrative with timely 
sociopolitical stakes and broad commercial 
potential. It is highly suitable for premium cable 
or streaming platform development.
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Demographics
Age: 25 – 60. Adults, those with life experience relevant to
health, legal, or institutional systems.

Gender: Gender-neutral appeal with strong female leads 
and serious male figures.

Education: College-educated or higher, particularly in law,                     
science, medicine, or tech.

Geography: U.S. based (urban/suburban), with global
relevance.

Will attract fans of conspiracy thrillers, legal dramas, and
morally complex sci-fi worldwide.
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Psychographics
Skeptics: Question official narratives, especially health, science, and 
corporate power.

Justice-Driven: Motivated by whistleblowing, personal sacrifice, and 
exposing wrongs

Health-Conscious: Interested in bodily autonomy, vaccine safety, and 
wellness.

Tech-literate: Engaged with digital media, independent journalism, and 
online freedom.
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$20 Million Production Costs
Format: Limited Series (6 Episodes)

Target Budget: $19,950,000
Average Per Episode: ~$3.3M

DEVELOPMENT & PRE-
PRODUCTION – $1,000,000

Scriptwriting & Revisions: $300,000
Showrunner / Head Writer: $250,000
Casting Director & Auditions: $150,000

Legal (Contracts, Options): $200,000
Office, Staff, Insurance Setup: 
$100,000

ABOVE-THE-LINE – $5,250,000

Principal Cast (Main Ensemble):$3M
Director(s): $1,000,000
Producers: $750,000
Writers’ Room: $500,000
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Conclusion

The strength of the premise is clear and consistent across all 
six episodes. It has stakes, scope, and relevance, giving the 
series a strong conceptual foundation. 
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